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“Forty year ago, I was here at this tournament”, said Wayne Izumi as he spoke to the huge crowd 
of fisher people at the 5th Annual RBWA Kids Fishing Derby on Saturday, May 29, 2010. 

These words completed a day of fun and 
excitement as 312 kids, their parents, 
grandparents, and family members, as 
well as volunteers displayed their 
piscatorial talents.  A good number of 
fish including perch, rock bass, bluegill 
and catfish were caught. Largest fish of 
the day was a 36 cm catfish caught by 
Nicholas Melillo (Chatham). 

The day’s success was completely 
enveloped in the family experience of 
being together, outside, enjoying one of 
Canada’s favourite pastimes!! 

Once again the derby was held at Johnson Brothers Sand & Gravel in Erieau from 10:00am until 
2:00 pm. Thanks to RBWA and its many sponsors, every participant received minnows, lunch 
and a prize at the end of their fishing experience!! And yes, the cost was only $2.00 per child! 
Quite a deal! 
 
Special thanks go to Wayne Izumi who spent the day at the 
Derby with the kids and their families. To have a professional 
fisherman of Wayne’s stature take the time to help bait kid’s 
hooks, untangle fishing lines, and share in the day was truly a 
blessing! 
 
Although RBWA manages the event, it’s the many volunteers 
and sponsors who help make it possible. Special thanks go to  
Barney’s Boats, Sobeys, Kids, Cops and Canadian Tire, 
Chatham-Kent Police Services, Chatham-Kent OPP, Erieau Fire 
Department, Hartley Vidler, SouthSide Landing, Johnson 
Brothers Sand and Gravel, Bliss Bayview Cabins, Bayside 
Cabins, and Erieau Eau Buoy for their continued support of this 
fabulous endeavour, -the largest kids fishing derby held on the 
shores of the Great Lakes! 
 



It was especially noteworthy to see the law enforcement officers 
connecting with young kids, whether by simple words of 
encouragement or by helping them with their fishing gear. 
Thanks for being there!! 
 
 
Two significant events happened which stand out among the 
excitement of the day.  
 
The Most Unusual Catch of the day once again centered on those 
intriguing wharf “holes”. Approximately 1.5 meters from the 
edge of the pier are a number of drain holes which are 12 cm in 
diameter.  With great excitement and difficulty, Daicia Handsor 
(Chatham), pulled a root over 2 meters long from one of these 
holes to win the prize! Pretty unique!! 
 

 
 
In the other event, Jack Noble, the Turtle Crusader, 
located a baby Spiny Softshell turtle (4 cm in 
diameter), which he showed to a number of 
interested fisher people who had never seen one 
before. The turtle was released in a safe place. Note 
the red eyes!! That is their true colour!! You never 
know what you’ll see at this tournament!! 
 
 
 
Special prizes were awarded as follows: 

 
Largest Fish Boy- Nicholas Melillo 
(Chatham), 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Largest Fish Girl – Sara Kirpatrick 
(Leamington), 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Most Fish Boy – Breydon Lumley 
(Chatham), 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Most Fish Girl – Brooklyn Phelan (Erieau), 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Unusual Catch- Daicia Handsor 
(Chatham), 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Izumi Fishing Equipment – Griffin Colbrook 
(Chatham). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the many participants who 
generously shared their day and space with their 
other fellow participants!! As a result a fun day was 
had by all! Come and join us for the next Kids 
fishing Derby which will be held on the Saturday 
following the long weekend in May, 2011!! See you 
there! 
More photos can be found in our gallery. 


