
The RBWA 6 th Annual Kids Fishing Derby  
 
 

 “It’s as big as me!” Those were the words of excitement as Bailey Fields weighed in a 26.5 lb (12.02 kg) carp 
to win first place in the Rondeau Bay Waterfowlers’ Association 6th Annual Kids Fishing Derby held at Erieau 
on Saturday, May 28, 2011. 
 
These words echoed throughout a day of fun and 
excitement as 318 kids, their parents, grandparents, and 
family members, as well as volunteers displayed their 
piscatorial talents. A good number of fish including perch, 
rock bass, bluegill and carp were caught. The day’s success 
was completely enveloped in the family experience of being 
together, outside, enjoying one of Canada’s favourite 
pastimes!! 
 
Once again the derby was held at Johnson Brothers Sand & 
Gravel in Erieau from 10:00am until 2:00 pm. Thanks to 
RBWA and its many sponsors, every participant received 
minnows, lunch (a hot dog and pop), and a prize at the end 
of their fishing experience!! And yes, the cost was only 
$2.00 per child! Quite a deal! 
 
Although RBWA manages the event, it’s the many 
volunteers and sponsors who help make it possible. Special 
thanks go to Barney’s Boats, Sobeys, Kids, Cops and 
Canadian Tire, Chatham-Kent Police Services, Chatham-
Kent OPP, Erieau Fire Department, Hartley Vidler, South 
Side Landing, Johnson Brothers Sand and Gravel, Bliss 
Bayview Cabins, Bayside Cabins, and Erieau Eau Buoy for their continued support of this fabulous endeavour, 
-the largest kids fishing derby held on the shores of the Great Lakes! 
 
It was especially noteworthy to see the law enforcement officers connecting with young kids, whether by simple 
words of encouragement or by helping them with their fishing gear. Thanks for being there!! 
 
In attendance were members of the 81st London Cub Pack. We were pleased to accommodate this group and 
their leaders who proclaimed “We’ll be back next year”! 
 
Two significant events happened which stand out among the excitement of the day. 
 
The Most Unusual Catch of the day once again centered on unique catches which are part of the fishing 
experience. Martin Kerris, Breydon Lumley and Tyler Walsh each procured a unique catch.  (fishing pole, metal 
wheel, and a glove). After a draw, Martin’s catch of a fishing rod earned him the plaque for this category.  
 
The second event occurred throughout the day as people of all ages shared their equipment and knowledge 
with each other. Most notable were those who willingly shared their minnows with others near them, saving 
them the trip to the minnow tank. Way to go! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special prizes were awarded as follows: 



 
 
 
 
 
Largest Fish Boy: Baily 
Fields (Blenheim)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Largest fish Girl: Laila Stewart 
(Chatham) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Most Fish Girl: Brooke Phelan 
(Blenheim) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Most Fish Boy: Jacob Suitor (Chatham) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Most Unusual Catch: Martin Kerris (Chatham) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the many participants who generously shared their day and space with their 
other fellow participants!! As a result a fun day was had by all! Come and join us for the next Kids 
fishing Derby which will be held on the Saturday following the long weekend in May, 2012!! (May 26, 2012) 
See you there! 
More photos can be found in our gallery. 
 


